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Current Situation and Problems of Ensemble Guidance
at Elementary School
—Based on Experience of Teaching Practice
as a Guest Teacher—

Aiko Hiramatsu Miho Nakashima

Abstract

This paper shows the present state of instrumental ensemble performed in
elementary school, pointed out some problems seen there. It also shows concrete
requested items to prepare effective methods and guidance system for children playing
instrumental ensemble. In addition, in this article, one of the authors (Nakashima)
who had guided coaching as a guest teacher for over ten years introduces how are the
children doing at the scene of the ensemble and what she felt there directly. Then this
paper shows how the children and the teachers approaching to teaching music have
changed in the past 10 years. As a guest teacher, it was a short-term guidance of about
5 times a year (45 minutes per session), but as the year passed, the skills of handling
musical instruments of children improved, and their eyes glowed shining, the authors
were able to see progress on various aspects. It also remained in the impression that
even though the teachers at elementary schools did not specialized in music, they
gradually acquired the tips to guide instrument when they worked with a guest teacher.
However, the authors claim that music class in elementary schools should be done by
faculty who specialized in music.
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