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Abstract

The number of foreign residents in Japan has been increasing against the backdrop of labor shortages. With
the increase in the number of foreign residents, the number of foreign-born children or children with foreign
parents living in Japan has also increased. It is said that although early childhood education and care are
important for all of children, there is a lack of support for children with foreign roots and their parents living in
Japan. For children with foreign roots, the acquisition of identity and language will affect their future life in
Japan, especially in the case of studying in Japanese schools.

This study summarizes the importance of early childhood education and care based on the best interests of the
child, and the issues in early childhood education and care regarding children with foreign roots. The report also
summarizes recent policy trends related to the education and care of children with foreign roots and the support

for their parents. It then discussed future challenges based on the current situation.
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