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Differences in Kindergarten Teachers' Concerns for Children of Concern Based on Years of Experience
Insights from Consultations with the Kindergarten Counselor
Chikage Ooka (Kindergarten Counselor)
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Abstract
The number of "children of concern" in kindergartens and nursery schools is increasing, and teachers struggle
to manage these children. Therefore, this study aimed to clarify how kindergarten teachers are concerned about
“children of concern.” Further, it sought to elucidate whether there are differences in how teachers are concerned
based on their years of experience. First, we interviewed the teachers about the content of their consultations
with kindergarten counselors. Next, the content of the interviews was transcribed verbatim. After drawing a co-
occurrence network diagram, the actual content of the narratives was confirmed. The analysis revealed that
young teachers were concerned about the current childcare situation. Mid-career teachers were concerned about
the relationship between the school and parents and between the group and children. Moreover, no significant
trend in the content of veteran teachers’ concerns was observed. Younger teachers sought specific advice from
kindergarten counselors, whereas mid-career and veteran teachers used the counselors to guide their decision-
making. This suggested that using kindergarten counselors varied depending on the teachers’ years of experience.
Keywords : children of concern, kindergarten teacher, years of experience, kindergarten counselor
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