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Abstract
This study conducted a comparative analysis of picture books for young children that are widely read in Japan and

France respectively. Two long-selling series from each country were selected, each focusing on the ordinary daily lives
of child protagonists and their families. The analysis examined depictions of children's daily environments, respect for
individuality and autonomy, children's behavior, expression of intentions, emotional expression, interactions with
others, and linguistic features of the text. Through this analysis, we attempted to compare and examine the differences
in cultural backgrounds and views of childhood reflected in these works. The results revealed that the Japanese picture
books examined in this study frequently portrayed empathy and cooperation, depicting autonomy within interpersonal
relationships and daily life habits. In contrast, the French picture books predominantly featured individual-centered
self-expression and autonomy, with notable differences also observed in emotional expression and linguistic features.
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