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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the research trends and issues regarding teachers'
instructional competence in special needs education. In this study, instructional competence was
conceptualized from three aspects: "knowledge," "behavior or skills," and "decision-making." An
overview of research on these three aspects in special needs education revealed that a certain
amount of research findings has been accumulated for each aspect. However, the research was
primarily focused on education for students with intellectual disabilities, physical disabilities,
and special support schools. It was also found that research on the instructional competence of
teachers engaged in special needs education has not been sufficiently accumulated. Future
research needs to accumulate findings for the three aspects while limiting the scope to specific
school types, disability categories, and educational methods.
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